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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
Psalm 2: A Royal Psalm

Do you know who’s Boss?

The failure of human leadership should not weaken our faith in a sover-eign, righteous God who is in control.  Just as He makes the rules (Psalm 1), He also rules what He makes, as illustrated in this and other Royal Psalms (18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 110, and 144).  God’s plan is to keep His promise of bringing into the world the Son of David to rule the nations in righteousness.    The entire psalter, indeed the entire TANAKH, bear witness to that plan.   
Key Idea: Royal psalms remind us that God will subdue evil and rule the world in righteousness and peace through His Son, the King of Kings.
The Story.  What does Psalm Two tell us?
The world’s irrational, irreverent rebellion. . .  (vv. 1-3)


The peoples of the earth, as represented in their collective governments, are acting in violation of God’s right to rule His world.  We humans have not fulfilled our responsibility to be His obedient, faithful stewards of His creation.  This does not mean that every act of every nation is evil in itself.  In fact, much remains of the “very good” in the original creation remains.  But human history everywhere shows a downward spiral of idolatry and refusal to come under the righteous commandments of God.  Acts 4:25, 26 (23-31); Romans 1:18-20

   . . .will be rebuked by a righteous, sovereign God.  (vv. 4-6)


God is neither amused nor intimidated by mankind’s railings and strife for power and ultimate autonomy.  God’s covenant plans to enthrone His King can not be stopped or delayed.  Psalm 37:12, 13; 59:8-10; Proverbs 1:24-33; Romans 2:4, 5

Therefore, the inevitable dominion of His beloved Son. . .  (vv. 7-9)


God’s will to rule the earth through His Son is part of a previously revealed plan.  Genesis 3:15; Acts 13:33; Hebrews 1:1-5; 5:5; Revelation 2:26, 27; Luke 22:24-30

       . . .calls for worshipful submission from all humanity.  (vv. 10-12)


Our misery or blessedness will depend upon whether we oppose or joyfully worship God’s Son.  Now is the time to bow before Him.  Acts 4:8-12; Col. 1:15-20

The Lesson:  What does Psalm Two teach us?
1. We should praise God for His power. 

How foolish to oppose Him!  Job 42:2; Jeremiah 32:17

2. We should praise God for His Son.


He is King of Kings, succeeding where Adam failed, and fulfilling the pattern of Israel’s 


kings.  Deut. 17, 18; 2 Samuel 7:8-16; Psalm 89:1-4; Rev. 11:15-18

3. We should praise God for His revelation. 



God’s intentions, first through Israel, and now through the Church, have been declared by promise and sealed with an oath.  Acts 26:26; Hebrews 6:13-20

Why does it matter? 

              God’s righteousness provides grace as well as judgment.  The Son has appeared first as a Lamb, to return as a Lion.  God’s demand for holiness has been matched by His love for mercy.  Do you know Him?  Revelation 6:12-17

